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TRUE NATIONAL HONOUR. 

“Tue honour of England is at stake!” This is a phrase 


which is too often in the mouths of our political opponents, 
and which they cast at us with a lofty assumption that they 
are the sole defenders of their country’s name. I, for one, 
entirely deny their right to take up such a position. On the 
other hand I often feel sadly compelled to agree with them 
that in these days our national honour is not stainless, but 
I fancy my view of the question is not the same as theirs. 
Before considering it from my point of view there are two 
questions 1 should like to ask of the people who take up 
what we may call the “Jingo” position. They are—what 
do they mean by the “honour of England? and what does 
it cost us to maintain it?” Unfortunately it too often means 
that they feel it necessary to adopt a swaggering, bullying 
_ attitude towards other countries ; to lay claim to a superi- 
ority which is not acknowledged by them; to display a 
willingness to take offence, a determination to interfere with 
the “aggressions” of another nation, while we are perfectly 
ready to indulge in similar aggressions on our own account. 
It was haste to avenge the “honour of England” that 
induced our Government to act with such scant justice to 
the Boers, in the case which has been already referred to in 
the Women’s Gazettee, and that has, indeed, pointed our 
whole conduct in Cape Colony. I well remember the 
remark by a Conservative friend on this subject. ‘‘ Of course,” 
said she, “the interests of the British colonist must be the 
first consideration” —the first consideration, and right and 
justice may come second, if at all! For my part, when I 
hear such speeches, I tremble fur the honour of England. 
It is the people who take up the attitude shadowed forth by 
such a speech, who in various cases have applauded vindic- 
tive acts on the part of our Government—they are the very 
people who are now engaged in upholding the “ integrity of 
the Empire” by means of batons and bayonets in Ireland. 


And what does it cost us to defend this idea of honour? 
What, indeed! Every extension of territory, every resent- 
ment of some slight or fancied insult, every struggle with the 
half-savage natives of a distant country, has cost us more 
than can ever be estimated. It has cost us money, wrung 
from the hard-earned wages of our toiling millions’; it has 
cost us men, when the blood of our soldiers has been poured 
out like water; it has given us desolate homes, weeping 
widows, fatherless children, heart-broken mothers and sisters ! 
The Crimean and Chinese wars, the Zulu slaughter, and the 
disastrous Egyptian campaigns, were all so many tributes 
laid on the altar of the never-satisfied deity—honour. To 
what end where all these sacrifices made? Righteous wars 
are few and far between. They may attain some real end ; 
but, as a rule, wars settle nothing, but leave bitterness and 
strife behind. Disputes might frequently be settled far 
more completely and fairly by arbitration than by an appeal 
to arms—and they would be so settled but for the efforts 
made to keep up the war fever. It is.to the interest of 
certain classes that the war system should be maintained, or 
they fancy it is so. But one thing is certain—it is never to 
the interest of the working-classes, and it is to their influence 
in the future that I look with hope. 


But is there, then, no such thing as honour attaching to 
a nation, and have we no duties to perform in defending it? 
Yes, a thousand times yes! To my mind honour has 
exactly the same meaning when used with reference to a 
nation as when applied to an individual. Many people 
ignore this, and others deliberately deny it. As cruelty, 
selfishness, and deceit would be considered dishonourable 
in an individual,so should it,be with a nation, The true 
patriot is: he who would suffer anything, be prepared for” 
any sacrifice, rather than see his country enter on any 
course of action which is not perfectly honest and fair 
towards other nations. We are in the habit of making 
great professions of moral superiority as a nation, but 
sometimes think we “do protest too much.” As to the 
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future—which in some directions looks dark, indeed—I am 
convinced that nothing can save us but a policy of principle. 
We must try more consistently to carry out those professions 
of, superiority—to be frank, straightforward, generous in our 
dealings with other countries. It is by qualities the very 
reverse of these that we have alienated them in the past. 
We are not generally loved in the world, and I fear we are 
not altogether respected. We cannot do better than lay 
to heart the words of the Russian novelist and reformer, 
Count Tolstoi, who says, “There can be no true greatness 
where there is no singleness of heart, no kindliness, and 
no truth!” Let ustry a policy which will combine these, 
and we need not fear the clouds which seem to darken 
the sky. By such a policy alone can we hope to maintain 
our connection with our colonies, and win the friendship 
of nations not allied to us by the tie of kinship. By 
pursuing such a policy alone can we lay claim to be called 
great, remembering that “ Righteousness exalteth a nation, 


but sin is a reproach to any people.” 
Fanny Hanson. 


NATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE FESTIVAL. 


A very successful festival of the National Co-operative 
Association was held last Saturday at the Crystal Palace 
The fruit and flower show was opened at 12-30 p.m. by Mr. 
E. Owen Greening, and excited general interest among the 
artisans present. There were 4,000 entries from 352 exhibi- 
tors, an increase on last year, which gives much satisfaction 
to the promoters of the association. In another section all 
sorts of vegetables were on view. The show of potatoes was 
extremely large, about two and a half tons weight of our 
staple vegetable being staged. Plenty of entertainment was 
provided for the visitors from early morning. Miss Flora 
Alickman gave recitals on the organ, and at four o’clock a 
grand choral concert was given, in which 5,000 voices took 
part, in the Handel orchestra. At seven o’clock an immense 
co-operative demonstration was held in the concert room, 
Mr. G. B. Veale occupied the chair, and delivered an address 
on art and industry, and suggested that the festival should 
in future be conducted by a society to be registered under 
the Industrial and Provident Societies Act, 1876, with the 
title of “The Co-operative Festival Association Limited.” 
Mr. G. J. Holyoake moved the following resolution: “That 
this great gathering of British Co-operators thanks Mr. Veale 
for his presidential address, and for his life-long labours to 
Co-operation. That it be referred to the Council to consider 
the suggestion he has made in his address to establish a 
Festival of Labour Society, whose special work it shall be to 
continue the annual festivals so happily commenced ; to 
make widely known and appreciated the progress of work- 
shops formed on labour association principles ; to develop 
refined tastes for music, art, and flowers amongst the mem- 
bers of our industrial societies ; to organise for them the 
means of pure and elevating recreation, and in every legiti- 
mate way to widen and deepen the scope of our co-operative 
movement, and to popularise its work.” Mr. Holyoake said 
that Lord Byren had described the social character of his 
time in famous lines. He said— 

“ The world is a bundle of hay, 
Mankind are the asses who pull, 
Each tugs it a different way, 
Aad the greatest of all is John Bull. 
The poet did not make it clear whether John Bull was 
‘the “greatest ass,” or the “ greatest puller” of hay; and the 
patriotic could make their choice. But this struggle for hay 
was the daily struggle under the competitive system. The 
contest would not be so bad, if each had a fair snatch 
at the hay, but it was the capitalists who had the giant pull, 
and they did not hesitate to snatch out of the mouth of 
labour the little it might have got. Profit-sharing was 
intended to give a fairer chance to labour. 
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LORD CLANRICARDE AGAIN. 


[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


“So now, I suppose, I am on the property of the very worst 
landlord in the civilised world !” was the feeling with which, 
a few weeks ago, I drove through the poor and badly culti- 
vated fields leading to “the town of the heath by the lake,” 
as the name Loughrea signifies in Irish. Driving by car 
from Athenry, the road lies principally through Lord Clan. 
ricarde’s property, for about thirty-five miles of country are 
unhappily under his sway. Mr. Shaw-Lefevre’s book, 
“ Incidents of Coercion,” has familiarised the public with the 
leading incidents of the prolonged dispute on this estate, but 
now that the eviction fury is raging with renewed and 
increased virulence, it is well to remind the English people 
once more of what is taking place in the sister island. 
Loughrea is a haunt of sad and bitter memories. On the 
hill above the town lie buried many thousands of the victims 
of the great famine. Those men lived on that hillside ; they 
reclaimed and cultivated the land, and when the potato crop 
failed, the corn they had themselves reaped and threshed 
was taken from them, and exported to England as rent, 
while they were a prey to starvation and pestilence. One is 
reminded of these things by the melancholy signs of poverty 
and depression too evident in the town. It is almost 
entirely the property of Lord Clanricarde, who owns 52,000 
acres in the neighbourhood ; the estate has been made to 
bleed gold at every pore for the benefit of the “ invisible and 
unapproachable despot” in London, until now it lies exhausted 
and ruined. Not only does the noble owner harrass and 
distress his tenants by all the well-known ways of Irish land- 
lordism, but he even exacts “tolls” upon all cattle, butter, 
potatoes, &c., brought into the town. This right—if right 
it be—seems to have been acquired by the late Lord Clan- 
ricarde, who built the town hall (now used as a barrack for 
emergency men), and it is farmed out for several hundred 
pounds per acre. Notwithstanding this, the agent of the 
present landlord will not even repair the wall of the field 
where the fairs are held, nor prevent it from becoming a 
mere pool of mire during the winter. No one who has not 
visited this district in person can realise the intolerable pro- 
vocation to which the people are subjected. A perfectly 
illusory rent-notice decorated the walls of Loughrea. Now 
that Mr. Balfour willingly lends his ‘ maiden,” together 
with the civil and military forces of the Crown, to 
enforce submission, it is perhaps not surprising that 
the terms offered to the tenants should be such as it is 
well known they cannot possibly, as men of honour, accept. 
It was thought for a time that Portumna, which has been 
conspicuous for peacefulness and moderation, would have 
been spared, even by the present Government, but this hope 
has been ruthlessly quashed. The fields about Woodford 
are sadly empty. All gone to America. Though, as my 
driver observed, “It’s guare that a man can’t get a living in 
a country like this.” In Woodford the inevitable policemen 
swarm, and it is strange, how, in Ireland, one’s natural 
respect for the blue uniform fades away, and one comes to 
look upon every policeman as a natural enemy. Lord 
Clanricarde’s property in Woodford parish is not worth 
42,000 per annum, and it costs the tax-payer £5,000 to 
look after it! Strange as it may appear to Mr. Balfour's 
mind, it is impossible to persuade the Irish tenant that he 
has no interest in houses built and land reclaimed by his 
own hands. Here, for instance, is Saunder’s Fort, for 
assisting to defend which young Larkin, a fine young 
fellow, an only son, and the pride of the district, lost his 
life, dying in Galway gaol. Saunders had brought money 
from America, and had expended hundreds of pounds upon 
his holding. When the bad times came there was no mercy 
for him. A force of 700 police and soldiers gathered round 
his cottage, and when its little garrison was overpowered, 
Saunders’ property—his own by all the laws of equity—was 
duly confiscated to Lord Clanricarde. Here, again, is what 
once was a comfortable home, but on it the doom has fallen, 
and it has been wrecked after the eviction was effected, 
apparently from pure malice. Here, again, is a little “ model 
farm,” no penny of the landlord’s, of course, having gone to 
the erection of the buildings, and now it is occupied by 
emergency men, with policemen to protect them ; and there 
are men cutting their unripe hay to save it from the 
marauders’ hands, On the edge of a field, lent by the parish 
priest, stand the “campaign” huts, and about a dozen 
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“ s”"—all evicted tenants—were busily 
Sree Perabee others, These wooden huts can only 
accommodate a few families. Others are taken in by neigh- 
bours, or find shelter in repaired outhouses. How ready these 
ple are to listen to reason may be seen from the following 
illustration. A railway is coming to Loughrea, and as it will 
through the land of some seventy tenants, the contractor 
was anxious to escape the cost of litigation by coming to an 
amicable understanding with them. They all, with one 
exception, consented to allow the amount of compensation 
to be settled by arbitration. The negotiation took but three 
or four days, and the contractor was allowed to begin his 
work without waiting for the result of the decision. Quite 
recently, fresh efforts have been made by Lord Clanricarde’s 
tenants to come to terms with their landlord, but all in vain. 
The new evictions have been carried out with the utmost 
harshness and brutality. Twenty-four families were cast on 
the road-side in a single week. A letter from the spot says: 
‘“‘T have only just returned from witnessing the eviction of 
nine families on the Clanricarde estate to-day, five of whom 
were very poor widows. It was a sad scene—enough to 
make one’s blood boil.” Insult has been freely added to 
injury. The potatoes and other food on which the people 
depended for their living, were wantonly thrown into the 
sink-trough, and “ when someone cried out to him (the agent) 
not to destroy the victuals, the reply from his gang was to 
scrape it up and keep it for William O’Brien.” Such in- 
sulting language was frequently used—indeed, it is difficult 
to escape the impression that those in authority deliberately 
seek to provoke the people to outrage. No less than 160 
persons have been thrown into gaol, under the Coercion Acts, 
from this estate alone, and the sentences, by the removable 
magistrates, and scarcely less subservient county court 
judges, have teen truly savage. Meanwhile, the Nationalist 
leaders are straining every nerve to keep the people from 
violence. They are making “a crusade against crime,” as 
one expressed it tome. They are aware that the rash deeds 
of half-a-dozen maddened men might do much to alienate 
the newly-awakened sympathy of England, and nothing is 
more touching than the patient hope with which they await 
the time when this country can again give its voice. But 
surely their martyrdom should not be permitted to endure 
too long. If sométhing is not done, a whole countryside 
will be depopulated, and a body of honest, industrious, and 
peaceful tenantry may be driven to desperation. Were there 
a genuine and universal burst of indignation, taking some 
form, as in the National Protest, Mr. Balfour would soon, at 
all events, find means to exercise that “ pressure within the 
law ” successfully employed by Sir M. Hicks-Beach. Will 
not England speak? Surely our shocked conscience should 
soon find a voice ? 


LIMERICK WOMEN’S SIGNIFICANT VICTORY. 


Our Newcastle West correspondent writes that Miss 
Hallinan, of Templeglantan, who was recently evicted by the 
trustees of the Earl of Devon, has now been reinstated. 
The area of the farm is 50 acres, and the valuation is 
430° 15s. The eviction was for one year’s rent, which 
amounted to £43 10s, On the occasion of the eviction 
Miss Hallinan and her sister defended their home with great 
determination and bravery, and succeeded in keeping the 
bailiffs at bay for over three hours. For resisting eviction 
the two young ladies were sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
ment with hard labour, which they have just now completed. 
The terms on which the tenant is reinstated are the wiping 
off of all arrears and a reduction of 20 per cen’. Miss Ha'- 
linan, on entering possession, was met by a large crowd of 
Over 500 people, who cheered heartily for the noble girl. 
She suitably returned thanks for the welcome afforded her. 
The settlement is decidedly in favour of the tenant, who at 
the outset was prepared to accept the reduction row offered. 
—Freeman's Journal. 


THE TREATMENT OF BALFOUR’S 
CRIMINALS. 


[FROM A CORRESPONDENT. | 


THE fatal policy which Mr. Wilfrid Blunt stout] intai 

had been foreshadowed to him by Mr. Balfour regarding bis 
political opponents, has received, to all appearance, the 
strongest confirmation in the tragic deaths of two of released 
Falcarragh prisoners—John McGee and Michael Size. Poor 
McGee never recovered from the delirious state in which he 
was for at least 24 hours prior to his discharge from Derry 


Gaol on Thursday, 8th inst., till he died on his way home at - 


Dunfanaghy at 6 p.m. on following Saturday. By a ghastly 
coincidence, poor Size died on the same day, and about the 
same hour, in his cabin at Falcarragh. The evictors were at 
his door the other week, but an English doctor happened to be 
present, who certified that the man was a very bad case of 
typhoid fever, and so the infected place was abandoned in 
hot haste by those valiant defenders of law and order, leaving 
it to the disease to do their work. The poor girl who 
attended deceased to the last—a sister—is now a fever 
patient in the hospital at Dunfanaghy. Size had been dis- 
charged from gaol on account of the illness that caused his 
death. Yet, Mr. Balfour has presented to Parliament a clean 
bill of health, and a most satisfactory sanitary report on be- 
half of the inspectors and officials of Derry Gaol! 

The inquest on the body of John McGee, so far as it has 
gone, is in complete harmony with the present administration 
of the law in Ireland generally. It was not ascertained till 
Sunday that an inquest would be at all allowed. There are 
no wires for the public on Sunday—save an hour in the 
morning; but they are always available to the authorites. 
Consequently, the next-of-kin had no opportunity to obtain 
all the legal assistance desirable for the inquest, which was 
opened at to a.m. on Monday. 

Two local doctors, and an army surgeon doing duty at 
Dunfanaghy, were engaged for the post-mortem, and the 
Sessional Crown prosecutor attended to guard the reputation 
of Mr. Balfour and his officials. The coroner, Mr. Ramsey, 
solicitor, questioned the medical and other witnesses—only 
two—that he admitted in the direction that the disease of 
which McGee died, according to the doctors—tuberculosis— 
might have existed only 24 hours, and again might have been 
induced by the journey. The coroner refused the application 
of Mr. McFadden, solicitor, for next-of-kin to have the medical 
officer and other officials of the gaol cited, and rested the 
production of all other witnesses. While the coroner was 
expatiating on the conclusive nature of the medical evidence 
as to the physical cause of death—and he would tolerate no 
other question to go to the jury—a worthy juryman started 
up and announced that they were long enough there; that 
It was quite manifest that the man had died of fever, giving 
as his reason that two persons in the house where M 
died were already down in fever. Mr. McFadden directed 
the coroner’s attention to the condition of mind of the 
obstreperous juror, but the coroner considered him quite 
capable of his duty. Again the coroner expounded the law 
and explained the facts of the case, and again the jolly juror 
was loud on his fever theory. The coroner could stand over 
him no longer; he adjourned the inquiry for un hour, and 
recommended this particular juror to dine in the interval. 
The dinner, or whatever he had, did not improve his deliberate 
mood to the satisfaction of the coroner, and so a further 
adjournmen till next morning became necessary, the coroner 
yielding at the same time to Mr. McFadden’s application 
for summonses for the gaol officials. During the night the 
coroner slept on this matter, and interpreted his dreams next 
morning to the effect that it would be irregular and wrong to 
have the gaolers brought up. He was not going to allow the 
inquest to be turned into a state trial (sic), and he could 
understand very well the motives that were at the bottom of 
all this. Mr. McFadden emphatically repudiated all unworthy 
or even extraneous motives; he was there to ascertain how 
this young lad who had entered Derry gaol in full health and 
vigour came from it in such a state that he was unable ‘to 
recognise his afflicted parents till he expired before their eyes 
a wrecked and shattered man. John McGee was an only 
child. His poor father and mother, and indeed the public, 
had a right to the most searching investigation into all*the 
circumstances of his death, &c. The coroner was inexorable : 
he would do his duty and nothing more or less, &c. Several 
members of the jury intimated that further particalars, 
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especially such as the prison doctor might give, would be 
very desirable. The coroner would hear none of it, and 
directed the jury to retire on the simple issue—what caused 
death. They returned in about ten minutes, and the foreman 
announced that the majority—12 to 7—refused to give a 
verdict till the medical officer, governor, and certain warders 
of the gaol would be examined before them, and other wit- 
nesses as well. Thus closed this scene in the drama. The 
inquest will be resumed at twelve noon on 22nd inst., at 


Dunfanaghy. 


MAKING A DESERT. 
ON THE PONSONBY ESTATE. 


[FROM A CONTEMPORARY. | 
(Concluded. ) 


What part of the country do emergency-men like himself 
come from ?P—Oh, well, from all parts. Where does he come 
from ?—That’s his affair. Has he police protection ?—Yes, 
and indeed he has. But he has never been threatened or 
disturbed ?—Well, he has not given anyone an opportunity 
to disturb him. But surely he does not suppose he would 
be disturbed, even if the police were withdrawn ?—And yes, 
but he would. (I note that, as he talks, he drops more dis- 
tinctly into the North of Ireland speech which betrays his 
origin.) Are there plenty of arms—loaded—about the place? 
Well, perhaps—that is his affair, and not ours. Does this 
Emergency business pay—is the landlord getting anything 
out of this big and prosperous farm, after giving him and his 
fellow caretaker their wages?—That is their affair, and we 
had better ask somebody else. 

We are of the same opinion; and having obtained his 
sulky consent to have a conversation with the police, we go 
round to the other side of the house. A couple of stalwart 
men, in careless deshabille—one in shirt-sleeves and the other 
with jacket carelessly thrown round him—greet us with the 
utmost civility. Really, after the surly young emergency-man, 
they seem like high aristocrats of the best breed. So they 
may ; for we taxpayers support them, and on this particular 
job they have something like a sinecure. They are quite 
frank about it. In their opinion it is all humbug to pretend 
that there is any danger. The people hereabouts trust in the 
Plan, and nobody has ever been hurt, except in a street row 
or when actually engaged in an eviction, and then nothing to 
speak of. Do they like the life on the farm? Well, it is a 
comfortable place; and easy enough in all conscience ; but 
it is dreadful dull after awhile, and on the whole they will be 
glad when their turn comes for relief and other duty. Yes, 
it is a real pity to see all that fine place going to waste ; and 
nobody would be better pleased than they if the Ponsonby 
quarrel was settled—or, for that matter, the Irish question 
altogether. Sure, it will never be settled this way; for 
the longer the thing goes on the closer the people stick 
together. When we inquire how much profit is coming 
out of this particular farm at present, the men smile. They 
don’t know ; but there’s only these cattle grazing, and they 
would be astonished to hear that it supported the caretakers. 
As for the police, of course the Government keeps them. 

There is a good deal more to the same purport; and we 
part from two fine soldierly fellows on the best terms. 

Sadder, if possible, than the evicted farms were some of 
those on which the tenants were daily expecting the appear- 
ance of the “crowbar brigade,” as they term it; or those 
others where the final notices have not been given but are 
anticipated before the close of the season. On these fields 
the desolation of the weeds has not set in so visibly. But it 
is beginning ; for, as may be imagined, tenants who do not 
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know their days or weeks of security are not inclined to 
leave for the eviction syndicate more than they can help of 
the fruit of a year’s toil One man thinks he will have time 
to get in his barley and oats, but not his turnips, and Perhaps 
not his potatoes; another is well aware that he can get 
nothing off the land before he and his are turned on to the 
road. And perhaps a keen-eyed farmer could tell, by the 
appearance of the fields, just how long a farm had been 
empty, or how long the tenant expected to remain. 

But in all these places the sight of our car, and our intro. 
duction as English visitors, brighten the faces of man, 
woman, and child. For what is the conception of duty that 
these poor people have in their hearts? They have been 
holding out, not merely for their own sake, but for the sake 
of multitudes whose case is no better than theirs. And they 
hold out in the full faith that by-and-by there must be such 
an upheaval of public opinion in England as will end the long 
cruel struggle. We visitors, therefore, come to them as 
messengers of hope. 

Here, for instance is the dwelling—not so large as that we 
have seen tenanted by the Emergencyman, for John Fitz. 
gerald only holds seventy-four acres of poor land, but still 
comfortable and trim with its little flower-borders by the 
path. Immediately we appear, his wife hastens to summon 
John from his field work, and soon we are absorbed in those 
statistical details of crops and expenses, which, along with 
the evidence of the eyes, convince any open-minded visitor 
of the reasonableness of the tenants’ demand for abatement. 
John is a sturdy fellow, and his wife, though bearing evidence 
of her life of hard work, is also well-seeming ; whilst the 
children, like all children in this region, save those who have 
been semi-starved, promise to be stalwart citizens—of some 
other country. 

But presently there is still a more interesting addition to 
the company. It is Fitzgerald’s father, a bent little figure, 
but still hale, eighty-two years old. To hear that old man 
denounce Ponsonby and the whole crew of them! For 
thirty-five years he has been on this place, and nearly every- 
thing which makes it of productive value is rightly ‘his and 
his son’s. The improvements properly so-called are worth 
between £250 and £300. Towards that sum, in a rare fit 
of liberality, the landlord or agent once subscribed a munifi- 
cent £10. But he exacted heavy interest ; for in 1876-7 he 
forced a lease on them (with eviction as the alternative), and 
put 45 per annum on to the rent. Now, let any reader 
think where he was and what he was doing thirty-five years 
ago; let him recall the leading changes and adventures of 
his life during that period ; and let him remember that for 
the whole of this time old Fitzgerald has had his home on 
this farm. In bad years he and his son have stripped it of 
stock to pay the rent ; in good years they have a little sur- 
plus, and have expended it on yet another improvement. 
Now the old man knows that in a few weeks they will 
be turned out, and their life labours will be swallowed at a 
bite by the evicting syndicate—will be added, that is, to the 
growing area of weedy and deteriorating land which, for all 
human purposes, is waste. Could the old man be otherwise 
than violent ? J can see him now, his weathered face and 
wrinkled eyes lighted up with wrath, lifting his stick high in 
the air, and pouring out his reminiscences and his fury. We 
visitors, at all events, feel that English Governments do well 
to forbid the establishment of volunteer corps in Ireland, for 
in England these things, if they could happen, would fill 
every country village with armed men who would fight for 
their homes, 

Many other such farms we see to-day, differing in history 
and circumstances. There are tenants who are compara- 
tively modern arrivals, and others whose forefathers for 
generations have held this or that farm on the estate. There 
are the well-to-do and the desperately poor, the old and 
despairing, and the young and resolute. These two or three 
hundred Ponsonby farms represent the same number of 
infinitely varied family histories, only needing the skilled 
novelist’s pen to tell it, inextricably bound up with the his- 
tory of every field and hedge, every hill and running brook ; 
and the whole of this humanity is being gradually cleared 
away, to make space for the patches of brilliant yellow weed, 
for the emergency-man and the few score cattle, and the 
policemen who would be happier if they were helping to 
defend the Empire beyond seas. 

This Ponsonby estate is to be the great test-triumph of 


coercion. When it has been made into a desert they will 
call it peace, 
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HOLIDAY RESORTS. 
o the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 


Dear Sir,—Some of your readers may be very glad to 
know of t and inexpensive quarters in a French 
country town far from that most easily-approached 
watering-place, Dieppe. 

Dieppe itself is expensive and crowded with French fami- 
lies, and the custom of letting houses for the whole or half 
season only makes it very difficult for English holiday seekers 
to arrange reasonable terms for a short stay. But it so hap- 
pened that last year, being at Dieppe for a short time, we 
drove over to the little town of Argues, to call at La Maison 
Blanche on a French lady whom we had known for many 

ears, and who is the owner of two houses in the town. We 
found her rather disappointed at not being able to let her 
houses as easily as formerly, because, she said, people did 
not seem to care to take the trouble of setting up servants, 
plate, and linen for a ‘few weeks. She took us over her 
rooms, and we suggested to her that she might let them in 
connection with the hotel close by, making arrangements for 
her tenants to board there. Being anxious to help her in 
this plan, we afterwards went to the hotel and suggested the 
arrangement to the landlady, who entered into it, agreeing 
to provide the usual “ déjeuner 4 la fourchette” and dinier 
at the table d’héte, and to send over the early ‘‘café au lait” 
to our friend’s house. 

Having satisfactorily put this plan en ‘rain, we took leave 
of our friend, Mdlle. R., and the pretty little town of Argues. 
We thought no more of the matter till this morning, when a 
friend staying in the house read aloud a letter from her sister, 
from Argues, and we found, curiously enough, that it was 
dated from La Maison Blanche. We enclose the following 
extract :— 

“ We are enjoying ourselves thoroughly. Mdlle. R. is a 
charming lady, so courteous and anxious to make us happy, 
keeping us well supplied with flowers, and giving us her own 
new-laid eggs for breakfast. She and her sister are devoted 
to animals—have chickens, ducks, a hedgehog, and half-a- 
dozen cats, and they always take in any homeless ones. We 
have three very pretty sunny rooms looking into the pleasant 
garden—not much in the way of furniture, but just enough. 
The food at the hotel is excellent, and sucha nice civil 
landlady, always smiling, though we are very unpunctual at 
our meals. She notices what we like, such as brioche, jam, 
and melons, which she gives us at every meal. The cost of 
board at the hotel and our rooms at La Maison Blanche come 
to seven francs a day each. The air is splendid, and we all 
feel so well; the country round is beautiful. We can run 
into Dieppe by train or bicycle in about twenty minutes, for 
sea-bathing or shopping, and it is so nice to come back to 
country air away from the glare of the sea. Every afternoon 
we go long explorations, I on my feet, they on their wheels. 
Sometimes we take our tea and picnic in the grounds of the 
chateau, boiling our own kettle with a spirit lamp. The 
children are very happy.” 

To this extract we will add that the town of Argues is full 
of historical interest, and is very picturesque. Chateau 
d’Argues is a very fine ruin, and there is a most beautiful old 
church. In the Forét d’Argues, a mile off, there are shady 
drives, and besides there are many other interesting drives 
in the neighbourhood. Dieppe can be reached by boats on 
the lively river Argues or by omnibus (three miles). The 
return fare to Dieppe from London, 2nd class, is about 3os. 
for a month. Powerful steamers like the Normandie and 
Brittany run every day, and usually perform the voyage in 
three hours and a half or four hours.—Believe me, yours 
truly, M. S. L. 
Our friend’s address is: Mdlle. R., La Maison Blanche, 
Argues la Bataille, Prés Dieppe, France. 


We have received from Messrs. Macmillan and Co., a copy 
of the Lirz of FATHER Damien, by Edward Clifford. We 
have no hesitation in saying that this little volume, which 
can be purchased for 2/6, is entitled to a world-wide circula- 
tion. It is a fascinating story of modern heroism. 


We have also received from the same firm, CHILDREN OF 
THE StaTE, by Miss aperoups Hill and Miss Fowke ; being a 
new edition of the volume brought out by these ladies some 
years ago. It has now been made replete with fresh in- 
formation brought down to date, and forms a very valuable 
handbook upon the subject of the treatment of the children 
of the poor by the State. 


THE CENTRAL NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR. 
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. 


THE following letter has been issued by the secret 
local secretaries of the Women’s Liberal f Posse Presi sd 


CENTRAL NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR 
SUFFRAGE. OMENS 


29, Parliament Street, London, S.W., 
August 17th, 1889, 
To the Secretary of the Women's Liberal Association, 


and discussions on various important political topics, I to inform 
yes that several ladies soanetal with this society ae prepared to 
ture on the extension of the franchise to duly qualified women 

In all 


programme, 
their services will be eo I append a list of the lecturers, 
and should be obliged i i 


Lzcturers.—Mrs, Sophia Bryant, D.Sc., Mrs, Bateson, M 
Stanton-Blatch, Miss Florence ie, Mrs. Ormiston-Chant, Miss 
Elien Chapman, Mrs, Benjamin Clarke, Miss Jane Cobden, Mrs. Cos- 
telloe, Mrs, Charles Mallet, Mrs, Massing! rs, Eva M 
Dr, Kate Mitchell, Miss Constance C, W, Naden, Mrs, J. Wyn 
Pkilipps, Mrs, Pearsall-Smith. 


POETRY. 
MY LAND. 
By Tuomas Davis. 


Sus is a rich and rare land; 

O, she’s a fresh and fair land. 

She is a dear and rare land— 
This native land of mine. 


No men than hers are braver, 
Her women’s hearts ne’er waver ; 
Td freely die to save her— 

And think my lot Divine. 


She’s not a dull or cold land ; 

No, she’s a warm and bold land. 

O, she’s a true and old land— 
This native land of mine. 


Could beauty ever guard her, 

And virtue still reward her, 

No foe could cross her border— 
No friend within it pine. 


O, she’s a fresh and fair land, 

O, she’s a true and rare land. 

Yes, she’s a rare and fair land— 
This native land of mine. 


Essays FOR WoMEN. By Mary Jane Hall, M.D., Boston. . 


London; G. Hill, 154, Westminster Bridge Road, S.E. 
The appearance of a scientific woman in the world of letters 
is to be noted with satisfaction, especially when, as in the 
case of the little volume before us, technical knowledge is 
placed at our disposal in a clear, very simple, and interesting 
manner. Setting forth the attainment of truth and en- 
lightenment as the great aim in view, the writer says: 
“Tt is my purpose, in placing anything before my sisters, to 
tell them what I have had the opportunity of learning of the 
human body, and what measures for avoidance of evil and 
repair of damage suggest themselves, for ‘Take us the foxes, 
the little foxes that spoil our grapes, for our vines have tender 
yrapes,’ is the echo of many a woman’s heart. It may be 
some woman can see the way to be im with the duty 
of keeping healthy this body, which is the means the Creator 
has given us of communicating with the rest of His creation, 
to put us én rappart with the world around us.” The facts 
and information brought together have thus an essentially 
practical bearing, but a moral and progressive one also. In 
an excellent chapter on the nervous system, Dr. Hall shows 
how boundless a field for the improvement of the race may 
be opened up through the elevation of woman. In those 
portions of the book dealing with purely physiological 
—knowledge of which women too often acquire only 

bitter experience—the manner of treatment is 

clear, concise, and, in the best sense, womanly. 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad to be able to announce that arrangements have 
now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women’s Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 
railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 
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AND WEEKLY NEWS. 


LONDON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 1889. 


Tue Government are making a very sorry exit, and the 
Session will always be remembered as a singular example of 
the misfortunes of Jack in office. Mr. W. H. Smith continues 
to reply to questions with a ghastly official grin, supposed to 
do service for a smile, but everyone knows he has had some 
terrible blows, especially during the last days of the Session. 
The Grand Committee on Trade is presided over by a Tory 
M.P. named Salt. We have no doubt that a little time ago 
Mr. Smith chucked over Mr. Salt as one of the chickens he 
loved to see around him in the Parliamentary poultry yard. 
But this particular chicken has striven only too faithfully to 
follow the example of the simple-minded old hen now leading 
Her Majesty's Government in the House of Commons. 
We all recollect how Mr. Smith used to bob up and move 
the closure whenever amendments to the Coercion Bill did 
not please him. Well, Mr. Salt has been trying the same 


plan, only a little more improved. He decided, as Chairman 
of the Grand Committee which had to consider the /7;5} 
Light Railways Bill that any amendment he did not like 
should be passed over altogether. The Radical members of 
the Committee, headed by Mr. Storey, M.P., resigned, anq 
the Speaker has as good as declared that Mr. Salt was wiong 
The result of all this is that when the Bill was considered by 
the House of Commons, all those matters had to be 
considered which ought to have been properly settled by 
Mr. Salt’s Committee. Mr. Salt has copied his chief, Mr. 
W. H. Smith, exactly. He has made a very silly blunder. 

But, if the Government has been damaged by the 
foolishness of Mr. Salt, it has been almost killed, even in the 
opinion of its own party, by that of the Attorney-General in 
the matter of the Tithes Bill First they wanted to allow 
the clergy to harass English and Welsh farmers by ptoceeding 
against them in the County Courts for unjust tithes. One 
of their own party, Mr. Reid, begged them to instruct the 
committee, which would consider the Bill clause by clause, to 
make the landlord instead of the tenant liable for the tithe. 
This they absolutely refused to do. It would be impossible, 
and even if possible it would be wrong. By a small majority 
Mr. W. H. Smith got the House of Commons to refuse to 
instruct the Committee as Mr. Reid suggested. But a few 
days after the Attorney-General told the House that, after all, 
the Government had settled that it should be the landlord 
who should be liable for rent. The Government would now 
do exactly what they refused to do before. But the Attorney- 
General, though a very clever lawyer, knows nothing of 
Parliamentary forms, and poor Mr. Smith seems quite as 
bad. It was too late for this right-about-face, because the 
opportunity for instructing the Committee had been allowed 
to slip, and the Speaker explained that what the Government 
was now proposing was really a new Bill. They were 
therefore obliged to drop their Tithes Bill altogether, after 
wasting an immense amount of valuable time over it. 

Now, what must sensible people think of such a 
Government? They try to make us pay enormous 
sums as compensation to publicans, and they drop the 
clause as if it burnt their fingers. Again they try to make 
our sugar expensive in the interests of a few capitalists, and 
again we defeat them. Lastly, they have tried to please the 
Established Church and other tithe owners at the expense of 
farmers, and they have ended by trying to do the exact 
opposite and fails in the attempt. A more blundering 
Session we have never had, and it is a thousand pities the 
general election cannot take place while it is green in our 
memories. , 


At the great meeting held in the Cannon Street Hotel, 
London, to consider the verdict in the Maybrick case, a lady 
named Miss Sleight wished to speak, to explain about a peti- 
tion she had got up for the reprieve of the sentence. Loud 
cries were raised for “the lady” until she had a fair hearing. 
This is very different from London meetings twenty years 
ago, when a woman could scarcely ever get leave to speak 
except at a meeting specially convened to hear her. 

ae 

Now that an election in the Sleaford division of Lincoln 
shire is imminent, we suspect the Liberals of that constituency 
will regret that they have never formed a W.L.A. There is 
an excellent association in the Spalding division, and we 
have no doubt the energetic secretary, Miss Pickworth, will 
lead her followers over the border to do all they can to help. 
But much more could have béen done with a local association 
to co-operate with, 
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It is a pity the Duke of Fife does not adopt Court rules as 
to political neutrality now that he is the Prince of Wales's 
son-in-law. We see that he is announced to preside at a 
Liberal Unionist demonstration 1n Aberdeen, where Lord 
Hartington is to speak. This is very aggravating to Radicals, 
who have to pay their share of his wife's dowry, and all the 
expenses of Marlborough House and Buckingham Palace, 
and it is hardly made up for by the wild Whiggism of Lord 
Lorne. 

* 
* + 

Mr. Healy, M.P., has brought in a Bill to amend the 
criminal law in Ireland, which he describes as merely carrying 
out the pledge given by Mr. Balfour on May 17th, 1887, 
that there should be an appeal in every case under the Coer- 
cion Act. We all remember the pledge. It will be amusing 
to see the Tories trooping into the lobby after Mr. Balfour 
to prevent its being fulfilled. 

* 
** 

Mr. James O’Brien, now in prison at Cork for the offence 
of ploughing growing crops on the Ponsonby estate, to save 
them from the land grabber, has asked permission of the 
Prisons Board to instruct a solicitor to institute proceedings 
against the prison officials. This is in consequence of an 
alleged savage assault asserted by Mr. O’Brien to have been 
made upon him in his cell by Deputy-Governor Reddy. 

*** 

We are glad to see that at the half-yearly general meeting 
of the London Road Car Company, a great part of the 
chairman’s speech, in moving the adoption of the report, 
dealt with the provisions made for the comfort of the men 
employed, and for their holiday once a week. Whether 
these arrangements are sufficient and successful we do not 
know, but it is a good sign that the directors should consider 
them worth mentioning. In some cases the dividend is the 
only matter of importance, and the human beings who earn 
it are not alluded to. 

+ * 


Some people have been grumbling at the absence of Irish 
M.P.’s from the House of Commons, and a meeting was 
held in the House of the Irish party to consider the point. 
Mr. Tim Harrington, M.P., writes to the Freeman that if the 
Irish papers reported all the Irish members do in the House 
the opinion of their work would be different. We know, at 
any rate, how hard they work outside the House at English 
meetings, and United Ireland, and other critics, should 
remember that the education of English voters is no unim- 
portant task, As for Mr. Harrington himself, he is probably 
the hardest worker in England. He oscillated for months 
between the Commission and the chief office of the National 
League, making a kind of Sir Charles Russell and Mr. 
Schnadhorst rolled into one. But besides this, he was fre- 
quently in attendance at the House. What English M.P. 
can show such a record? 

ae 

We are glad to see that the Welsh members have, through 
Mr. Arthur Williams, thanked Mr. Parnell warmly for the 
assistance of his party in defeating the original bill on the 
tithes question. 

** 

The altercation that has gone on about who shall muzzle 
the London dogs is sufficient proof of the absurdity of the 
arrangement by which the London County Council is 
supposed to govern London, while the Home Office has 
the management of the police. In plain English this is what 
has happened. The Privy Council ordered every local 
authority in certain districts to muzzle the dogs, and sent the 
order to the London County Council. The County Council 
replied, ‘‘We have no policemen at our disposal to do it 
with.” The Privy Council replied, “You must.” The 
County Council replied, ‘We won't.” The Privy Council 
have therefore ordered their inspector, Major Tennant, to 
get the muzzling done, and send in the bill to the County 
Council. Will they pay it? It will be a capital opportunity 
for keeping well before the public the need which exists of 
Home Rule for London. Until Londoners have their own 
police under their own management they are not free citizens. 


-H. Fowler, and ac 


Another cruel prison death has to be investigated in Ire- 
land. Poor young Larkin, died actually in gaol, John 
Mandeville died months after leaving, but -as we believe from 
the effects of his harsh treatment. Now we have John 
McGee dying directly after his discharge from Derry Gaol. 
The coroner's jury has decided to extend the inquiry to 
what took place within the prison walls, and for this purpose 
adjourned it till last Thursday the 22nd inst. 


* 
* @ 

In Ireland, where so many constitutional rights are denied 
to the people, the coroner's juries are often valuable guards 
of public liberty. In England, it is difficult to see that they 
are of any use whatever. 

Pi 

The House of Commons acted under the advice of Mr. 
the Lords amendments to the 
Prevention of Cruelty to and Protection of Children Bill. 
Our readers are probably aware that the measure in its final 
form provides that children under seven years of age shall 
never take part in theatrical performances, and under ten 
shall only do so by licence of the petty sessions, Those 
who disapprove of such an employment for children will 
think ten far too low a limit of age, but their wisest course 
will be to influence parents, and to open other ways of 
earning the family loaf. Mr. Winterbotham, M.P., took the 
opportunity of the bill being before the House to withdraw 
certain sweeping assertions he had made against ballet girls 
as a class, and to explain that what he ought to have said 
was that the profession was full of risks and dangers. 

“se 

According to an account in the Argonaut (San Francisco), 
the American girls have fallen in love with fishing as an 
amusement. The dress is very becoming and necessitates 
the comfortable short skirt which active women always long 
for. In France, and even in our own more conventional 
country, a pretty girl has occasionally been seen in a kilted 
skirt, bare feet, and a very graceful net or line, with which 
she is sometimes accused of catching other things than fish. 
But in America it is said to be becoming quite the ordinary 
thing. 

“ 


Dr. Barnardo addressed a meeting of his friends and con- 


tributors the other day at the Boys’ Home, Stepney, and 
justified himself for the action he had taken in- respect of 
Martha Tighe and others. He said he was sorry if he was 
compelled to take action contrary to what appeared to be 
the law, but he never did so except for the salvation of a 
child. If any of the subscribers to Dr. Barnardo’s Homes 
are “law and order” people this will make them a little 
uncomfortable. When Pat pours warm water on a police- 
man he only does it for the salvation of a home, generally 
including several children. 
as 

In the current number of a monthly magazine is an article 
by Sir Wilson Hunter, upon “ A Female Medical Profession 
for India,” in which he draws attention to “the two-fold 
aspect of the Marchioness of Dufferin’s work—its philan- 
thropic aspect to India, and its practical aspect to the increas- 
ing number of women who are seeking to enter the medical 
profession in England.” Zenana Missions for many years 
have done all they can in this direction. The University of 
Madras has opened the doors of its medical schools to women ; 
at Bombay a flourishing hospital is entirely officiated by 
English ladies, trained in Paris or America, while in the 
State hospitals provision of this kind is made to a limited 
extent. 

Some years ago Dr. Elizabeth F, Hoggan had pleaded 
powerfully for “‘a new medical department, as a part of the 
public service in India, managed by women, and responsible 
only to some high officer of State, working in harmony with 
the existing Civil Medical Service, but co-ordinate, and not 
subordinate, to it.” To realise what seemed, seven years 


back, such an Utopian dream as this became Lady Dufferin’s 
object. Money came in liberally, and the next step was to 
form a really strong working Central Committee, to which.a 
number of provincial branches are affiliated. 

Lady Dufferin has just written “ Record of Three Ye 
Work,” covering the whole period of the initiation of 
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National Association in August, 1885, up to the August of 
last year, when she left India; and this is being sold 
(Hatchards, Piccadilly), for the benefit of the funds. Suf- 
ficient to set apart for the maintenance of six medical, twelve 
nursing, and two hospital assistant scholarships. ‘It would, 
doubtless, have been more easy,” she says, “and much more 
striking, to have spent the money suscribed for endowment. 
We might have built a fine new medical college, or we might 
have started a number of female hospitals and dispensaries 
in all directions ; but had this extravagant system been car- 
ried out by the Central and Branch Committees, we should 
by this time have been penniless ; we should have spent our 
substance in bricks and mortar, instead of being able to point, 
as we can do, to five old-established medical schools, all 
enlarging their female classes and giving their female students 
the best possible instruction.” It is in this direction that 
Lady Dufferin’s Fund is doing such signal service. For, 
instead of devoting itself entirely to bringing out English 
qualified lady doctors, that constitutes only one branch of the 
work, the rest being devoted to the medical education of 
Native women. Of these, there are now over two hundred 
and twenty female students, some of whom have had to 
overcome difficulties of caste and of poverty which we can 
scarcely realise. But the high-caste Hindoo ladies are 
awakening to a true sense of the importance of the move- 
ment, and one hoary d Bengali lady has founded an hostel 
for the reception and board of girl-learners. 

One of the most striking and interesting chapters in Lady 
Dufferin’s little book is that in which she pleads the pressing 
necessity for trained female nurses and widwives. 


* 

Farr Pray For Lapy STUDENTS.— While drawing attention 
to the fact that seven of the students of the College this year 
were ladies, all of whom matriculated previously to com- 
mencing their attendance, the President of Queen’s College, 
Belfast, expresses his opinion that many more ladies would 
resort to the classrooms were it not that the College statutes 
forbid their holding any scholarships and prizes. “I cannot 
think (he adds) that it is right that they should suffer under 
this disability. ‘There seems to be no good reason why, if 
ladies have the ability to gain our honours, they should be 
forbidden to enjoy them. In some way the College ought, 
I am convinced, to be enabled to encourage their attendance 
at its classes, and to bestow upon such of them as are found 
worthy, rewards of merit similar to those which are offered 
for competition to members of the stronger sex.” 


* 
* & 

The Duke of Leeds and other landowners have given 
notice of their intention to enclose Lindrick Common, a 
beautifully situated recreation ground near Sheffield and 
Rotherham. Their “right” to do this evil will not bear 
examination. We all know how it has been acquired. 
Passionate protestations against this confiscation of public 
property have been received from hundreds of thousands of 
toilers in the neighbouring towns, and the strongest indigna- 
tion is expressed that a landowner like the Duke of Leeds, 
owning estates to the extent of 23,000 acres and enjoying a 
rent-roll therefrom of £40,000, should lead a selfish set of 
sixteen landlords in grudging this last remaining open space 
to the half-roasted denizens of the Sheffield and Rotherham 
furnaces. We hear of Mr. Beckett, M.P., leading the oppo- 
sition to this legalised robbery, but where are Ashmead 
Bartlett and Howard Vincent, members for Sheffield ?_ Above 
all, where is Mr. Joe Chamberlain, who used to talk of 
unearned increments and ransom? One of the main points 
of his “unauthorised” programme was the disgorging of 
these public lands, which had been stolen trom the people. 
Is he so full of “gentlemanly” employment that he cannot 
spare time to remember his pie-crust promises ? 

* 
* & 

We are glad to learn that the veteran Cardinal Manning 
is in. sufficiently good health to enable him to have been 
present in his accustomed place as president of the League 
of the Cross last Monday. The great meeting was held in 
the Opera Theatre of the Crystal Palace, and was attended 
by temperance reformers of every denomination. The 
Cardinal delivered a speech and then proceeded to the 
terrace to witness a march past of the “Cardinal’s Guards,” 
which consisted. of the temperance contingent from a number 


of Metropolitan branches of the league, and several depu- 
tations from various provincial centres. The weather 
fortunately was fine, and a very enjoyable day was spent by 
the thousands of visitors present. 
* 
* & 4 

While we are doing our best to secure a better position for 
women, their exists a peaceful and luxurious little state where 
men are not allowed to trade, and all the commerce and 
business of the principality is entirely in the hands of the 
women. Imphail, the capital of Manipur, lying between 
Assam and Burmah, is a city of luxury and amusement. All 
its inhabitants are happy notwithstanding the fact that there 
are no schools in the state and coinage is unknown. The 
women are the only traders in the whole state, and as such 
are held in high esteem. On market days, the long straight 
road from Bishenpur to Imphail is crowded by groups of 
picturesquely attired women hurrying to and fro. They 
carry on their heads a neatly made square basket, containing 
the surplus stock of their own or their husband’s industrial 
skill, and this they barter in the market, returning in the 
evening with the proceeds to their families. They are very 
proud of their responsible position, and are looked upon 
with reverence and admiration, untempered by any spirit of 
envy, by all their male belongings. 

* 
*& & 

The opening of Grosvenor House on the past two Sundays, 
under the auspices of the National Sunday League, has been 
so much appreciated by the working men and women for 
whose benefit the favour has been conferred, that the Duke 
of Westminster has been asked to grant admission for the 


next two Sundays. The demand for tickets has been 
greatly in excess of the number that could be issued. 


* 
* & 


Letters received from Mr. John Dillon, in Australia, do 
not give a very favourable account of his health. “TI only 
trust,” Mr. Dillon writes, “that I shall have strength left to 
complete my mission.” 

*s 

The class lists of the Cambridge higher local examinations 
have been issued. These examinations were at first for 
women, but in 1873 they were thrown open for men also, 
but the fact that this year out of 898 candidates only 27 
were men, proves that the examinations are mainly appreciated 
by our sex. We notice with pleasure that among those 
who are classed in this year’s examination there are half a 
score from Ireland, and we are also glad to see that in 
history Miss E. Leader, of Sheffield, takes a high place. 
The Lowman memorial prize has been won by Miss M. 
Knight, Ellerslie, Manchester. Gratuities of five pounds 
each have been given for proficiency to Miss B. A. Lee, 
Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; Miss C. A. du Pontel, Notting 
Hill High School; Miss A. M. Langley, Notting Hill High 
School; Miss M. Knight, Ellerslie, Manchester ; and Miss 
M. E. I. Taylor-Stanford, Rusholme, Manchester. The 
scholarships are not yet announced. 

s 

Messrs. R. M. Holborn and Sons, of Mincing Lane, have 
prepared a map showing the great tea-growing districts of 
our Eastern Empire. So great is the increase in the British 
production that it is beginning to make a considerable 
difference in the Chinese trade, who find themselves ex- 
porting to England less and less of their indigenous leaf. 
Messrs. Holborn’s map shows us the districts of Assam, 
Cachar, Chittagong, Dooras, Nagpore, and Ceylon. From 
the last-named, we shall, at the close the present year, have 
received 40,000,000lb., while the estimate for this year’s 
Indian tea is 105,000,000lb. This is good news for 
temperance workers. 


* 
* +* . 

The following letter appeared in the Daily News on Mon- 
day, August roth :— 

Sir,—An account of an interview I had yesterday with Mr. Cony- 
beare will be of interest to your readers. Together with Mr. John 
Horsfall, of Hebden Bridge, Yorkshire, I soug t admission, to ae 
prison at Londonderry, and after waiting for the signature of the 
Governor to our permit we were conducted to Mr. Conybeare. . fe 
found him in a small cottage which does duty as the photographer s 
studio. We were : ed from him by a stalwart offici i‘ bis 

flender barriers, and five feet of space. Mr, Conybeare was & 
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hatted away pleasantly on general subjects, politics being 
see us and ce were not allowed to see the cel the 


by simply reading of his confinement, and prayed that God in his 

would speedily end the tyrann D 
roughly, and give peace and plenty to the tortured nation, for whose 
we he has dared and suffered.—Yours, &c. 


Sligo, August 16. WM. WAKINSHAW. 


* 
& & 

In spite of the serious reports as to Mr. Conybeare’s health, 
and the insanitary condition of Derry Gaol, thé Speaker re- 
fused to allow his Cornish colleague, Mr. William McArthur, 
M.P., to move the adjournment of the House in order to 
discuss the subject. 

* 
* 

The London dock labourers have gone out on strike, and 
it will probably have a serious effect on that branch of indus- 
try. Their grievances, which came to a head last Thursday, 
have been growing for some time, and, in brief, the men de- 
mand sixpence instead of fivepence per hour for their work, 
eightpence an hour for overtime, and an alteration of the 
present system whereby, after waiting about for employment, 
they are taken on for only one or two hours at a period, when 
they, on discharge, find that they have lost all opportunity of 
a day’s work elsewhere. The men are promised by the leaders 
of the strike that if they combine and maintain a resolute 
attitude they are bound to win, and may even find that they 
can improve the terms they ask from their employers. 

as 

The Tenants’ Defence League has already lighted a fire 
in Ireland, which it will take a good deal more than twenty 
years of Coercion to put out. Two months ago Mr. W. 
O’Brien called upon the Tipperary tenants of Mr. Smith- 
Barry to make active remonstrance against the landlord’s 
cruel interference with the settlement on the Ponsonby 
estate, and the call has been responded to with a vigour 
that has startled even Mr. O’Brien. Its effect on Mr. 
Smith-Barry has led him to a renewal of base and baseless 
insinuations. Some days since a surprise meeting of the 
tenants was called, which was marked with the most extra- 
ordinary enthusiasm. The great difficulty was to make the 
policy sufficiently moderate. They declared with one voice 
that their rents were exorbitant, and many went so far as to 
demand that abatements of 40 per cent, or at least of 33 per 
cent, should be made. One tenant frankly owned that it 
would be far more agreeable to him to propose that no rent 
at all should be paid until Mr. Smith-Barry quitted the 
eviction syndicate; but these proposals were eventually set 
aside under the calm, wise advice of Mr. O’Brien, and a 
reduction of 25 per cent was fixed upon as the basis of 
negotiation. The following is the full text of the resolutions :— 


We the tenantry of Mr. Smith-Barry’s Tipperary estates, having 
appealed to him to withdraw from his wanton and criminal inter- 
ference with a settlement on the Ponsonby estate, and being further 
aware that Mr. Horace Townsend has under his own hand acknow- 
ledged that the Ponsonby tenantry are cruelly rack-rented, and that 
the eviction syndicate cannot justify their action by impugning the 
justice of the tenants’ claims, hereby resolve as follows :— 

“First, that it becomes the duty of every tenant-farmer in Ireland 
by every motive of humanity and self-preservation, to secure that a 
body of tenantry, the justice of whose claim is acknowledged by the 
agent of the syndicate himself, shall not be despoiled of their homes 
and property by the combination of wealthy English autocrats that 
has been formed for their eviction. 

‘Second, that a special duty to sustain the Ponsonby tenantry 
devolves upon the Smith-Barry tenantry, whose own money is being 
employed by their landlord for the destruction of their brother 
tenants. 


“Third, that, recognising this special claim, we hereby resolve to 
tax ourselves to the extent of ten per cent on the poor-law valuation 
of our holdings for the benefit of tenants who may be plundered of 
their means of living by the operations of the Smith-Barry syndicate, 
and that we pledge ourselves to continue this levy half-yearly so long 
as Mr. Smith-Barry and his agent continue to conspire for the exter- 
mination of our brother tenants, 

“ Fourth, that owing to the additional burden thus forced upon us 
by Mr. Smith-Barry’s unprovoked aggression u our brother 
tenants, we demand an abatement of 25 per cent of the gale of rent 
now due, and we appeal to the enlightened opinion of all fair-minded 
men in Great Britain to sustain us in a course of action which alone 
will enable us to give effective assistance to our persecuted brother 


tenants, and which is forced upon us by the use that i 
of ~ oe money phe: een in the tatecent i ie jem 
rd co! 


“ Fifth, we appeal to all i : 

dans otter tay come hie a ay aa Pableh 

copies of the resolutions shall be forwarded to the Right Hon. W. E. 

Gladstone, M.P,; the Most Rev. Dr. Croke, Lord Archbishop of 

Cashel; Mr. C. S. Parnell, M.P.; and Mr. A. H. Smith-Barry, MP.” 
as 

The noble spirit which breathes through these lines was 
re-echoed in the grave words of exhortation and encourage- 
ment which Mr. O’Brien addressed to the tenants when the 
formal business was over. He reminded his hearers that 
“Mr. Balfour always begins by despising everything Irish, 
but he always ends by surrendering to it,” and proved his 
statement by appealing to the Nationalist victories in regard 
to prison clothing, the suppressed branches of the league, the 
plan of campaign, and the attacks on the press. He marked 
out the enlarged battle-ground of this new struggle, and 
closed with the following magnificent appeal, responded to 
with ringing cheers by his gallant audience :— 

We fight for two pcs which are unassailable. In the first 
place justice to the Ponsonby tenantry, and we have it acknowled 
under Mr. Townsend’s own and seal in his letter to Mr. Gy 
that the tenants’ claims are just, that their rack-rents are so 
that this syndicate are obliged to resort to a dishonest side issue as 
an apology for their work against the Ponsonby tenants, The first 
victory is already won, because Mr. Gladstone has demanded an 


answer to that letter, and Mr. Townsend has thrown up the ge. 
We are fighting for a principle of trade unionism—the principle f 
the right of combination of the men who toil—as against the com- 
bination of the aristocratic idlers who have banted themselves 
together for the purpose of plundering them of the fruits of their toil. 
That is the real issue that is at stake in this struggle, whether Mr. 
Smith-Barry and the landlords are to be at liberty to plunder and 
destroy the Ponsonby tenants, and whether we are to be struck down 
and bludgeoned the moment we attempt to form a counter-combina- 
tion. Believe me, the more we are persecuted for that principle the 
swifter and the surer will be the condemnation that will yet overtake 
them when they come to face the British millions. In the struggle 
the whole Irish race are on their mettle, the whole Irish Party are 
on their mettle, We are on the eve of witnessing the uprising of a 
gigantic combination in defence of the t homes of Ireland. 
Mr. Smith- has called forth a spirit before which he has already 
cowered, and before which he has already fled the country. In his 
own constituency the other night he felt as uncomfortable as he 
would before his Tipperary tenants, The landlords have thrown down 
the gauntlet. They have commenced the war, and now, from the 
leader of the Irish pee to the farthest of hut in Canada, and from 
Tipperary to South Huntingdonshire, I believe Mr. Smith-Barry has 
called a spirit that will never falter, that will never sleep, until we 
have wrested their accursed weapons from the hands of the landlords 


for ever. 
as 
Poor old Hartnett, of Knockbrack, in co. Limerick, whose 
sad eviction we referred to last week, lies in a very precarious 
state, as the shock of the eviction has told heavily upon him. 
The Abbey Feale League have unanimously resolved to build 
him a house, and to give him every assistance. 
*s 
Evictions are still the order of the day in Waterford, 
Cork, and ‘Clare, and a dozen notices have been handed in 
to the guardians for Mid-Tipperary. But Tipperary is “ up,” 
and the landlords do not get their way invariably, either as 
regards eviction or distraint. A brave bailiff of Mrs. Power 
Lalor, Templetuohy, was summoned by the sheriff’s repre- 
sentative and five emergency men to show them the way to 
the house of a tenant where a seizure was to be made for 
non-payment of rent. The bailiff steadily refused to do 
anything of the kind, in spite of threats of dismissal from his 
employer, and as no one else in the whole district could be 
found to do such dirty work the emergency men went home 
empty-handed. 
*s 
Two emergency men in co. Limerick have been having a 
lively time with their landlord-employer, a Mrs. Gabbett, who, 
from the police reports, is evidently quite competent to con- 
duct evictions on her own account, and needs no help from 
Mr. Balfour. Mrs. Gabbett fell out with emergency-man 
No 1, in July, for disobedience and insolence. He retorted 
by calling her a liar, whereupon she took forcible possession 
of the hut he was occupying with his police protectors, 
wielding a hatchet over his head by way of intimidation. 
Emergency-man No. 2 was installed, whereupon the t 
became triangular, and so mixed that it is impossible to 
cover from the reports precisely what the subsequent pro- 
ceedings were. They resulted, however, in several cross- 
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summonses, and the magistrates fined and reproved the 


emergency men with exceptional solemnity, on the ground 
that “they were supposed to be among the first to respect 
the law.” It is a large supposition, and one certainly that 


would not be entertained for a moment by anyone in 
Ireland but an R.M. 


* 
* & 

The Star Chamber inquiries at Arthurstown having proved 
a disastrous and ludicrous failure, it behoves Dublin Castle 
to find a scapegoat for its own follies. It has found eight 
scapegoats, six of whom were among the witnesses who 
refused to give evidence incriminating the venerated and 
beloved Canon Doyle; and the remaining two are Mr. W. 
Redmond and Dr. Counsel, who are charged with unlawfully 
taking part in a criminal conspiracy inciting certain persons 
not to give evidence in a certain prosecution. All the eight 
were summoned to appear last week. Four turned up—Mr. 
Redmond and Dr. Counsel not being among them. The 
magistrates had to maintain their dignity as best they could 
in the absence of the other four. There being nothing else 
to do they adjourned the cases until 1-30 p.m., on Thursday, 
September sth, when, if the defendants are likely to turn up, 
English visitors ought certainly to turn up too, to see for 
themselves what kind of justice, or injustice, is meted out to 
these brave “‘criminals.” Arthurstown is a lovely little 
village on Waterford Harbour, and is easily accessible either 
from New Ross or Waterford. 


gos 
8 & 
From Cashel comes the good news that the hay crop of a 
“ criminal,” who is doing his four months in Clonmel Gaol, 
has been well looked after by his loyal neighbours. Twelve 
mowing machines were set to work, and sixty acres were 
mowed in one day. A union such as this is unconquerable, 
and instead of making Englishmen angry should make them 
proud to think that they have the right to call such men 
tellow-countrymen. 
*s 
The Massereene Protestant “ plantation” does not thrive 
as its promoters would like. One of the new tenants has 


got sick of his holding pretty quickly, and has returned to 
Ulster. 
«ss 

If any of our readers are unlucky enough to come across 
rank or sour Irish butter, they may, with considerable cer- 
tainty, put it down to evictions and their consequences. 
Some butter, made by unusually active emergency men, on 
evicted farms in West Waterford, has been hawked fruit- 
lessly round the south of Ireland. The mark of the beast was 
on it, and never a buyer was to be seen. So it has reached 
London, and will be swallowed, with some grimaces no 
doubt, by that all-devouring maw. 

*"® 

The Glensharrold evictors are getting rather tired of their 
business. Two years without any rent at all is bringing Mr. 
Delmege slowly to his senses, and a recent seizure on his 
property for poor-rates due from the Glensharrold estate, has 
quickened his desire to come to terms. His agent, Mr. 
Hosford, grandiloquently announced that he would attend at 
Rathkeale “to receive rents” ( ? — from evicted tenants! ) 
and to lay before them terms of settlement. Of course, the 
rent office remained empty all day. Why not? Mr. Del- 
mege’s arrears will have to be dealt with before the tenants’ 
arrears are discussed; and, moreover, no offer will be enter- 
tained by the tenants except through their own committee. 

. 
* * 

There has been a good of wriggling in the Chief Secre- 
tary’s seat of late, and a good deal of temper in his utterances. 
*‘ Whom the gods would destroy they first drive mad.” The 
scenes in the House of Commons over Irish estimates and 
Irish questions are an apt commentary on this proverb. 
What but madness could have driven Mr. Balfour to speak 
with such contempt of the priests of Clare, especially of 
those who led the Vandeleur tenants in their victorious cam- 
paign against the landlord. ‘‘ There are priests in Clare who 
do very little honour to their cloth”? A statement like 
that is the result only of criminal ignorance, or of the over- 
wrought irritation which comes of defeat. 


Mr. Healy is back in the House, and has acted like a 
fly-plaster on Mr. Balfour’s temper. Amid his biting sarcasm 
on the impotence and idiocy of the Government are embedded 
some capital stories. He told one which forcibly illustrated the 
acumen and legal knowledge of one of the R.M.’s. A week 
ago Col. Longburne tried a case under the statute of Edward 
the Third, the charge setting forth that the accused used 
abusive and insulting language to a constable. The report 
stated there was not sufficient evidence to bind the defen. 
dants to good behaviour, but Col. Lorgburne said, “1 
consider it a very suspicious case ; but there is not sufficient 
evidence to convict. People should be very careful how 
they wink in these days.” Mr. Healy suggested as a Coercion 
copy headline for the member for Dover (Mr. Wyndham), 
““Woe to you who winketh in those days.” These are the 
men whom Mr. Balfour delights to honour. _ Referring to 
the scandal of allowing the British Museum officials to place 
their services at the disposal of the Zimes in regard to the 
Pigott forgeries, Mr. Healy having inquired how these gentle- 
men could be supposed to find out traces of Julius Cesar, 
on coins, &c., when they could not discover Richard Pigott 
in the Parnell letters, ‘‘ Why, these documents,” said Mr. 
Healy, “are as full of the composition and decomposition of 
Pigott as a pond of fetid water is full of animalculz.” 


THE ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION IN 
GALWAY. 


The attempt to assassinate Lord Clanricarde’s agent, Mr. 
Tener, on Monday, appears to have been attended, unhappily, 
with circumstances showing perfect deliberation and 
audacity. The attack appears to have been made in broad 


daylight upon Mr. Tener and an armed police escort. This 
unhappy business increases enormously the difficulties of 
combating Lord Clanricarde by constitutional means, Every 
term of denunciation applied to his execrable deeds will be 
construed by Lord Salisbury and every libellous whipper- 
snapper at his heels into an incitement to assassination, 


while no account will be made of the fact that for three 
years the Clanricarde tenantry have displayed the most 
marvellous forbearance in the teeth of all that a savage land- 
lord could do to render their lives a misery, and all that 
Coercion, in its most vindictive form, could do to break 
down every attempt to protect the people by open combi- 
nation. We deeply deplore the attempt on the unfortunate 
agent's life; but no amount of villainous misrepresentation 
shall prevent us from saying that such deeds are the inevitable 
outcome of the unbridled system of persecution which has 
been practised for years against a cruelly-wronged tenantry, 
and of the persistent efforts of the police to make peaceful 
agitation impossible.— United Ireland, 


A WATERFORD JOURNALIST SUMMONED. 


Mr. W. G. Fisher, editor of the Munster Express, has been 
served with a Coercion summons, charging him with intimi- 
dating one Matthew Whelan, of Grange, by the publication, 
in his paper of 6th July, of the report of the meeting at 
Ballylaneen, the effect of which would be to induce Matthew 
Mat not to allow one Caleb Moore to plant potatoes on 

is land. 


THE PROPOSED WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR THE SKIPTON DIVISION. 


Acting on behalf of the Skipton Liberal Association, a 
number of prominent gentlemen of Skipton and the 
neighbourhood have issued a circular with the object of 
promoting the formation of a Women’s Liberal Association. 
It is proposed to form such an ‘organisation in the town of 
Skipton that will in the future be extended to the whole of 
the Parliamentary Division. The members of the Bradford 
Women’s Liberal Association have promised assistance. 
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LE 


TERS TO THE EDITOR. 


To the Editor of the Women's Gasette. 
Sir,—I have read with much interest the correspondence 
on the subject of ladies in surplices now going on in the 
London Daily Telegraph. 1 think that any branch of 


employment in which women can with any degree of fitting-- 


ness take should be made as practicable for them as 
possible. It seems to me that there is a large field of useful 
work open to women, if they will not allow themselves to be 
beaten out of it by narrow-minded prejudice. The Angelic 
choir at S. Luke’s, Birmingham, is an unqualified success in 
every respect. There was at first some difficulty in discover- 
ing a suitable white robe, but after one or two trials a garment 
was invented which is both suitable and graceful. Clearly 
it would not have done to put any headgear in the shape of 
a Paris “confection” above these severe white draperies, so 
a purple velvet cap, somewhat resembling that of a doctor of 
civil law, is worn. The effect of these ladies attired in sur- 
plice and cap is pleasing to the eye, while the results of their 
aid in the musical service are universally conceded to be 
invaluable. One little fact is worthy of notice. Since the 
innovation the offertories in the church have increased by 
at least one-third. What can be done in one church with 
beneficial results can be done in others.—Yours rei: 
Ss. B. 


Zo the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 


Sir,—It has been said that women in their politics are 
guided mainly by sentiment. We do not intend to discuss 
that question now. What we would point out is that senti- 
ment is, and always will be, a great power—to wit, the 
sentiment recently evoked over the Maybrick case. A perusal 
of some official correspondence respecting the condition 
of the Armenians gives birth to the wish that sentiments of 
the strongest character may be aroused in the hearts of the 
women of England regarding the nameless atrocities that 
have been and are now being perpetrated by the Kurds in 
Armenia. The stress of home politics should not make the 
Liberal women of England blind to the fact that deeds, 
which recall the worst of Bulgarian horrors, are being 
perpetrated under the eyes of the Turkish authorities, and are 
taken no notice of. Lord Salisbury should be made to see 
that “the historical policy of this country” does not and 
shall not mean a winking at these barbarities, and that in- 
cluded in the Berlin Treaty are clauses demanding the 
amelioration of these people.—Yours, &c., 


A Woman oF SENTIMENT. 


CHURCH EMIGRATION SOCIETY. 


Dear Sik,—I should be very glad if you would kindly 
call attention in your valuable paper to the Protected Party 
for Australia, of which I enclose a notice. 

The dangers to which unprotected girls are exposed 
during a long sea voyage are so great that we are most 
anxious that as many girls as possible should know of this 
opportunity of making the journey to Australia under proper 
supervision. : 

Very careful inquiry is made into the character of those 
who join the party.—I remain, yours truly, 

Cc. E. DENISON. 


PROTECTED PARTY FOR AUSTRALIA. 


The society will send out towards the end of October, or | 
early in November, a party of young women—general ser- 


vants who understand cooking and laundry work, mothers’- 
helps, nursemaids, trained nurses, milliners, dressmakers, and 
other girls of a superior class, good character, and ability, 
desiring employment in Australia. 


Special accommodation (3rd class) has been secured in a — 
first-class steamer for this party, which will be UNDER | 


THE CARE OF THE SOCIETY'S MATRON. Provision is being 
made for their reception and employment on arrival. 
Prompt application necessary to Miss C. E. Denison, hon. 
sec. Ladies’ Committee, 196, Cromwell Road, London, S.W. ; 
or the secretary Church Emigration Society ; the number of 
berths being very limited. : ; : 
Passage to Adelaide, Melbourne or Sydney, including ship 
-outfit, bedding, linen, mess and toilet utensils, &c. (which 
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become the property of the passenger), open berths, £16 ; 
in 4-berth cabin, £17; in 2-berth pela see 
218. extra. 

Free board and lodging in London night before Sailing. 

This will be a valuable opportunity for sending out single 
girls or lads tu friends or relations in the Colonies. 

Remittances for passage money to be made to Lieut.-Col. 
C. A. Cooper, secretary, at the Society's offices. 

Ga Name of passenger, ship, and destination should be 
legibly PAINTED on boxes. 

Applications on behalf of single girls to be made to Miss 
C. E. Denison, hon. sec. Ladies’ Committee, 196, Cromwell 
Road, London, S.W. 

All other applications to be made to the hon. secretary, 
Church Emigration Society, 49, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 


@omen's Liberal Associations. 


RESOLUTION adopted by the committee of the 

Bristol, Bristol Women’s Liberal Association, August 

19th, 1889: ‘That this committee, realising 

that the case of Mrs. Maybrick has brought vividedly to view 

the danger and difficulties of irrevocable punishment, 

earnestly hopes that advantage may be taken of the oppor- 
tunity to press for its entire abolition.” 


On the August Bank Holiday, Mr. and 
Mrs. Theo. Fry and Mr. and Mrs. J. S. 
Hodgkin threw open their grounds which 
adjoin each other and are situated about a mile from the town. 
Between one and two thousand people, including many women 
and young children, availed themselves of the opportunity of 
enjoying an afternoon in the country. They strolled over 
the sunny lawns, and under shady woods, inspected and 
admired the beautiful flower beds, and under the auspices of 
Mrs. Fry were shown in parties through the greenhouses and 
ferneries. Their appreciation cf their hostess’s kindness was 
shown in the evident care they took not to damage anything 
in the houses or gardens, 

The same beautiful grounds and gardens were placed at 
the disposal of the members of the Darlington Women’s 
Liberal Association by Mr. Theo. Fry, M.P., and Mrs. Fry 
on August 17. Refreshments were served in a marquee, and 
the visitors exhausted the treasures uf the hothouses and ex- 
plored the gardens and shaded walks about the grounds. 
Shortly after six addresses were delivered. 

Mr. Theo. Fry, M.P., first of all expressed the pleasure 
it afforded Mrs. Fry and himself to welcome them all that 
afternoon. 

Mr. J. H. Bell having responded in a few remarks was 
followed by 

Mr. James Wilson, who in a happy vein urzed the 
necessity of earnest and continued work. 

Mrs Dale, who with Mr. David Dale had been listening to 
the speeches from the terrace walk, was now called upon, and 
was greeted with loud applause on complying. She was not 
going to say much about Ireland, because Mr. Bell had spoken 
exceedingly well on thatsubject, but she must say thatshe believed 
—most earnestly and truly she believed —that every one who 
had a fair and impartial way of looking at things must think 
that the time was coming when Ireland would have all that 
the Irish and the Liberal party desired. (Applause.) ‘They 
must all remember that there was work to be done. It did 
not do to leave everything to the last. The election might 
be nearer than they thought, so they should keep working, 
for all could do something by talking things over with and 
helping their neighbours. She wished to move “That we 


Darlington. 


| Offer our very best thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Fry for allowing 
| this meeting to be held in their grounds.” 
| was very pleasant to be there out of doors and see that beau- 


(Applause.) It 


tiful scenery, and it was very pleasant also to be there with 
such kind triends as Mr. and Mrs. Fry. (Applause.) The 
best thing next to the weather was to be among people who 
looked as if they were glad to see you and were one with you, 
and she hoped Mr. and Mrs. Fry would let them offer their 
best and sincere thanks for their entertainment and for allow- 
ing them to meet in those grounds. (Applause.) 

Miss Bell seconded, remarking that the large number pre- 
sent was a sufficient indication that the kindness was appre- 
ciated. 
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The resolution was also supported by Mrs. Montague, 
on behalf of the members of the association, and carried with 
enthusiasm. 

Mrs, Fry first responded. They were quite repaid, she 
said, by seeing so many kind faces about them. She had 
seen a great deal of Liberal Associations in the South. They 
were treading in their footsteps, but the Northern associations 
should try and keep the lead by going the faster. 

Mr. Fry also returned thanks, and said that he was well 
repaid by asp a many cheerful and kindly faces around, 
and he hoped these social gatherings would stimulate all in 
their daily work. No doubt in the long intervals between 
elections it was difficult to keep the associations in full 
activity, but it was only by steadily persevering in constant 
work that they could expect success when the crisis came. 
He thought that afternoon, with its brilliant sunshine after 
the rain, was a fitting emblem of the Liberal party, whose sun 
was growing brighter and brighter, and would as surely shine 
steadily as the sun then glowing on them. 


Art the last meeting of the executive com- 
Deptford, mittee the following resolution was passed : 
“That the Deptford Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion beg to press upon the executive committee of the 
National Liberal Federation the urgent necessity for the 
following reforms: The settlement of the Irish Question in 
accordance with the recognised expression of the will of the 
people; the total abolition of the duties upon tea, coffee, 
cocoa, dried fruits, and gold and silver plate; the equalisa- 
tion, consolidation, and graduation of the death duties; the 
graduation and differentiation of the income tax ; the incidence 
of local rates in England and Wales to be divided between 
owner and occupier, as in Scotland and Jreland ; the re-assess- 
ment of the land with a view to the taxation of land values 
as distinct from buildings, especially in regard to urban and 
mineral lands; the extension of the Factory Acts; the 
appointment of women as inspectors in factories where 
women are largely employed ; that local authorities be made 
responsible for a correct register ; that the Government be 
urged to open negotiations with the Government of the 
United States and other friendly Powers with a view to the 
formation of Treaties of Arbitration, whereby they shall agree 
to submit any cases of dispute that may arise between such 
countries to settlement by arbitration. 


THE usual monthly meeting of the Don- 
Doncaster, caster Women’s Liberal Association was held 
on August 13, in the Co-operative Hall, 
Spring Gardens, Mrs. Jenkins presiding, when a moderate 
number of members assembled to hear a short paper on the 
“Condition of Ireland at the beginning of the present cen- 
tury,” read by Mrs. Senior, after which an interesting and in- 
structive address on “ Woman, her political duties and influ- 
ence” was delivered by Councillor Armitage. Both paper 
and address appeared to be thoroughly appreciated. Votes 
of thanks were passed to reader and lecturer, after which the 
members proceeded to discuss the contemplated picnic to 
Roche Abbey, of which due notice will be given. 


On Tuesday afternoon, August 2oth, 
Muddersfield, the workers of the Dalton Branch of the 
Huddersfield Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tiom met, at the invitation of their vice-president (Mr. Robson), 
to inspect a large bale of clothing, which has been collected 
amongst themselves, for the destitute Irish peasantry, This 
bale, which consists of all kinds of clothing and materials, 
is the outcome of a suggestion thrown out at a garden party 
given by Mrs. Robson last month, when the members agreed 
to do their little towards relieving the great distress of the 
evicted tenantry in Ireland, and has been forwarded to Father 
Stephens, of Falcarragh, Co. Donegal, who, Mr. Rowntree, 
M.P., assures, will thankfully receive, and do his best to dis- 
tribute the clothing, &c., wisely in the district. 


On Saturday, Aug. 17th, a deputation 

Worth Meols, from the Women’s Liberal Association 
waited upon Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone at 

Harwarden, and presented them with an illuminated address 
and two elegant serviette rings of bog oak.and gold. Mr. 
Little, of the Northern Circuit, made the presentation. Mr. 
Gladstone, in acknowledging the gifts, said he trusted they 
would be a stimulus to the performance of duty. Of 
lengthened evenings of life it would be rather bold of him 


to speak, but he hoped if he was entitled to their confidence 
that tpl was yet to come would not in any degree tend to 
weaken it. 


Pic-Nic TO NORTHENDEN.— 
Pendlebury, Swinton, A correspondent writes: On 
an Saturday, the 17th of August, 

Clifton Wnited. 


by omnibus and waggonette 
: —the start was made from the 
meeting room, Co-operative Hall, Pendlebury. We pro- 
ceeded on our route at a quarter to two o'clock, arriving in 
Northenden shortly after threeo’clock. The weather was greatly 
in our favour and all that could be wished for. We num- 
bered fifty-six earnest Liberal workers, and our pic-nic was 
made all the pleasanter by some of our Irish sisters and 
brothers joining. It showed unity and sincerity—that is what 
we want in aiding us to send our Members to Parliament. 
No enmity or jealousy will ever do anything ; it is by going 
forward hand in hand and heart to heart, never shrinking 
from a right cause whatever we do when we know it to be 
right, whatever public opinion may think about us. We 
were very sorry not to have our president, Mrs. Armitage, 
with us, on account of herself and her husband being away on 
a tour to Iceland. She kindly sent her best wishes for the 
success of our pic-nic and a donation of ten shillings, hoping 
the weather would be all that could be desired. It gives me 
very great pleasure in stating that we have a most ardent 
worker in Mrs. Palmer. She expressed her wishes to have 
been with us, but could not on account of her health. For 
this we were all very sorry, all joining in best wishes for her 
health and happiness for her future welfare. However, there 
was no small rejoicing when Mr. Palmer and his daughter 
put in their appearance, for there is great praise due to Miss 
Palmer for being such an earnest worker and so young a 
politician. I can see a very good and ardent secretary for 
our association in time to come if she be spared. There 
was much disappointment felt amongst us in not being able 
to have Mr. Postlethwaite present with us on this occasion. 
Unfortunately he and his wife were away spending their 
holidays. Their presence would have greatly helped to have 
made our pic-nic complete, for we all looked to him as our 
guide and leader in this noble cause. With deepest respect 
for hard, honest, and earnest work in the Liberal cause, in 
sympathy with our Irish brethren, there is not his equal, 
for he stands bravely with his face to the foe. Tea was 
was provided at four o'clock. The table was nicely decorated 
with all sorts of good things, to which they did ample justice, 
and I am pleased to say all were highly satisfied. Our pci-nic 
was a successful one, and praise is due to the committee of 
management who carried it through. 


Miss AGNES BRIGHT, secretary of the 
Warwick Warwick and Leamington Women’s 
and Liberal Association, has received the 
Leamington, following letter from Canon Keller in 
receipt of a bale of clothing recently sent 

by that Association to Youghal :— 


St. Mary’s Presbytery, Youghal, August 12, 1889. 

Dear Madam,—The bale of clothing, of which you kindly gave me 
intimation in your favour of the 1st instant, arrived here safely a few 
days ago. On behalf of the sufferers from a conspiracy as unjust and 
heartless as any on record, I have to offer you and the members of the 
Warwick and Leamington Women's Liberal Association my most 
sincere thanks, 

We have on the Ponsonby estate the unique spectacle of landlords 
admitting the extremely moderate nature of the tenants’ demand, and 
yet using all the resources of their wealth and all the power the 
Government places at their disposal to exterminate those tenants, 
This, I think, you will admit beats the record of landlords’ atrocities 
in Ireland. 

Mr. Smith Barry declared in his speech to his constituents that the 
object he and the syndicate had in view was to punish the Ponsonby 
tenants and make an example of them; and in a letter written on the 
17th of June by his agent, Mr. Townsend, he declares that if the estate 
ever goes before the court the rents will be reduced very heavily. He 
also said that the rents on many farms would be reduced 40 per cent, 
yet the highest reduction asked for was 35 per cent, and even 3o per 
cent would have been accepted. Mr. Townsend likewise added, “! 
consider that the late agent should have given larger allowances than 
20 per cent on a ood deal of the lands, and have all revalued at the 
commencement of the row, etc., etc.” ‘ 

The magieh people cannot too seriously consider these candid ad- 
missions placed side by side with the shocking treatment now measured 
out to the tenants, I confidently ask this judgment on the merits of 
the case, and on the action of the executive in egging on Mr. Smith 
Barry and in aiding him by every means in their power to ruina body 
of tenants who, by the admission of their enemies, have but made a 
demand that is well within the limits of justice and moderation.— 
am, dear madam, your faithful servant, D. Ketter, P.P. 
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